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12 June 2013 
 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES LEGACY EVALUATION 
 
Following my letter of 26 October 2012, I am writing to update you on progress with 
the evaluation of the Commonwealth Games 2014 Legacy.  
 
As you know, our first report, An Evaluation of the Legacy for Scotland from the 
Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games, was published at the end of October 2012. 
The report was produced by the Scottish Government Communities Analytical 
Services Division with the support of the Games Legacy Evaluation Working Group 
(GLEWG) which comprises representatives from the Scottish Government, Glasgow 
City Council, key national agencies and academia.  
 
There have been two main releases since. 
 
The first results from the new GoWell longitudinal study area in Glasgow’s east end 
were published on 28th May 2013. This study will allow us to identify changes in 
physical activity and wellbeing, perceptions and experiences of neighbourhood and 
housing, experience and outcomes of employment, learning and volunteering, 
engagement with legacy programmes, and support for, and engagement with, the 
Games themselves. Over a thousand residents from Bridgeton, Calton, Camlachie, 
Dalmarnock, Gallowgate and Parkhead were interviewed in summer 2012. The 
research team will be surveying them again in 2014 and 2016. The full results can be 
found at http://www.gowellonline.com/ 
 
In this first survey, over 80% of residents of Glasgow’s east end think the 
Commonwealth Games will have a positive impact in the area, with around three-
quarters supporting, or strongly supporting the Games. Over 40% of residents 
interviewed thought their neighbourhood had improved in the last three years.  The 
survey also identified the need for further improvements to the environment that can 
potentially be addressed by regeneration and by the opportunities presented by the 
Games.  These results have been presented to the Games Legacy Executive Board 
(GLEB). 
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Secondly, in May 2013 we launched a new web area on the Scottish Government 
pages called ‘Assessing Legacy 2014’. The pages were updated with the latest 
available data on 12th June 2013.  This tracks a set of over 50 outcome indicators 
across the 4 national themes; active, flourishing, connected and sustainable.  This 
will be updated twice per year in May and November, when significant amounts of 
new data become available. It can be viewed at: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/AssessingLegacy2014 
 
Work on developing the Games Legacy Evaluation continues at pace. The priorities 
for the coming year are: 

 To undertake an economic assessment. This work will examine the economic 
contribution of the Games over the full legacy period (including delivery).  We are 
working with colleagues from Glasgow City Council, Scottish Enterprise and the 
Organising Committee to deliver this.   

 To work with partners to ensure that legacy programmes are being properly 
monitored and evaluated. This work is already underway. 

 
The next summative report will be a Pre-Games report in May 2014. This report will 
synthesis and present the data and evidence to date, including the initial work on 
economic assessment. 
 
I hope you find the update helpful.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if 
you have any questions, thoughts or comments. 
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